
WHAT’S
NEW

AT THE
GROVE?

In the fall of 2019, Rocky Grove High
School developed plans to implement Rocky
Grove Gives Back for students in grades 10-
12. The purpose of the event was to help
students learn the value and impact of
volunteering in their community. The initial
planned event was scheduled for April of
2020 but had to be canceled due to the
Covid-19 Pandemic. This fall, 10th and 11th
grade students participated in day-long
volunteer activities around town the day
before Applefest. Students helped vendors
set up their booths at Applefest, cleaned up
local cemeteries, assisted at the Venango
County Historical Society, helped our
students in classrooms at Valley Grove
Elementary, and helped to organize the
Caring Closets at both buildings.
Community feedback was incredibly
positive, and we look forward to continuing
our volunteer initiatives in the future!

Co-teaching is the practice of
pairing teachers together in a
classroom to share the
responsibilities of planning,
instructing, and assessing
students. Co-teaching is often
implemented with general and
special education teachers paired
together as part of an initiative to
create a more inclusive
classroom. (see COTEACH)
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The Valley Grove School District continues to
improve academic achievement in its schools. One
measurement the district uses when monitoring
growth compared to other districts is the Pittsburgh
Business Times’ Annual School rankings. The
District is proud that our standings in this ranking
system has improved 130 spots in just the last 4
years of rankings. Our teachers, staff and
administrators have worked together with our Board
of School Directors to focus on improving our
academic standing. Congratulations to everyone!

The District is currently planning the next phase
of updates to Rocky Grove High School. The current
capital improvement project will include a major
upgrade to the HVAC system at the school that will add
VRF air conditioning units to the classrooms. The
district will maximize the ARP ESSER funding to offset
the costs to the HVAC improvements. In addition to the
air conditioning, the district will also be addressing the
gymnasium in the high school. The gym will be
getting the floor sanded and refinished as well as new
bleachers, padding and basketball standards. The
outdated air handlers in the gym will also be replaced.
The cost of the HVAC and gymnasium upgrades is
estimated to be about $2.5 million. We are excited to
get these capital improvements completed.

Valley Grove Elementary School held its annual Fire
Prevention Week from October 11th to the 16th.

COTEACH The unique experience of co-teaching
provides the following characteristics: Joint delivery
to students; diverse group of students; and shared
classroom space. The Intermediate Unit 6 is highlighting
one of our teams of teachers and paraprofessionals for
creating an inclusive, positive, and supportive learning
environment for our students. The team of Erynn Miller,
Brandy Jackson, and Chama Renninger is being
recognized for using a variety of support, differentiation
strategies, grouping options, and environmental spaces
that they employed. We are so proud of them and all of
the VGSD teachers and paraprofessionals for embracing
diversity and meeting the needs of all learners through
co-teaching.

Valley Grove School
District is pleased to be
continuing our School
Resource Officer (SRO)
collaboration with the
Venango County Sheriff's
Office. As part of this joint effort, the Sheriff’s office
provides each building with a deputy to provide security
and educational services to our students. During this
school year, Deputy Martz at the high school has provided
students in grades 10-12 with a presentation on careless
driving. The high school and Deputy Martz coordinated to
provide these presentations in the days leading up to the
RGHS homecoming dance.

STUDENT RESOURCE OFFICER

Valley Grove School District has started its own
preschool program for the 2022-2023 school year free to
families who live in the district. This is an all-day program
and transportation is provided along with breakfast and
lunch. The preschool program currently consists of two
classrooms, each with a teacher and a paraprofessional.
The program follows the HighScope Preschool Curriculum,
which is a comprehensive, research-based curriculum
carefully designed to provide a rich academic foundation
and foster child creativity, confidence, and independence.
A typical day consists of social/emotional activities, free
choice centers, daily specials (such as art, gym, music, and
library), outdoor activities, small group activities, read-
aloud, and a rest time. We are so happy to have these
young orioles in our nest!

PRESCHOOL HAS ENTERED VGES



Deb Hricsina is recognized by
the Valley Grove Board of
School Directors for her
commitment to student safety
and her active engagement in
protecting the students of
Valley Grove School District.

Rocky Grove High School held its first “Meet the Teams” events
for sports. During these events, the high school will recognize each
participant in the current sports season. In the fall 2022 “Meet the
Teams,” Athletic Director Curt Bindas introduced each team and
called each participating athlete to center court prior to a Varsity
Volleyball game. The winter “Meet the Teams” highlighted winter
sports before the girls basketball game. Both occasions coincided
with other RGHS events. A very well attended open house was in the
fall and in the winter, families were able to attend Special Education
Night and Financial Aid Night. Families, staff, and our Rocky Grove
sports fans congratulated these athletes on their participation and
efforts in their respective sports!

On November
10, Rocky Grove
High School held
our annual college
and career fair.
During this event,
Rocky Grove welcomes colleges and trade schools from across the tri-state region to
provide our students with opportunities to learn about post-secondary education.
We welcomed 70 plus institutions and businesses to this school year’s event. At
RGHS, we pride ourselves in helping to guide students in their planning for life after
graduation. This event provides students with a chance to meet with a multitude of
schools without the burden of traveling to these institutions. Tracy McBride,
Guidance Counselor, and Beth Proper, English teacher, worked together to
coordinate the event. A special shout out to our custodial and maintenance staff for
always making every one of our events go smoothly.

As we are striving to make academic gains from the past two years of the
pandemic, our school has utilized interventionists to assist students in math, reading,
and social emotional skills.

The reading and math programs are designed to help children meet the state
content and performance standards. VGES has what we call tier 2 and 3 intervention
groups. A tier 2 intervention is a group of five or fewer students receiving explicit and
systematic instruction on skills they need reteaching on. A tier 3 intervention is a
smaller group, no more than three students, and more intensive instruction. Groups
meet when no direct instruction is being delivered in the classroom. Students are
progress monitored frequently to monitor progress. Letters were sent home to inform
families if their child is receiving these services. The social and emotional program
allows us to have a social worker on site two days a week. The social worker meets with
students, parents, and teachers to discuss strategies that can be used to assist a
student’s well being and provide pathways for external resources and services.

For the first time, the RGHS
Boys XC Team won the Rocky
Grove Cross Country
Invitational held at Two Mile
Park! This was the 48th year of
the Rocky Grove Invitational.
The Rocky Grove boys
participated against 21 other
schools en route to their victory.

FIRST RGHS MEET THE TEAMS

RGHS COLLEGE
& CAREER FAIR

TO ASSIST & SERVE
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Last Day of Marcking Period 2
Acy 80 Day
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School Board Work Session
Board Meeting

NHS Blood Drive
Musical - The Descendants 7PM
Vacation Day
School Board Work Session
National Honor Society Induction 6PM
RG Spring Meet the Teams 5:30PM
School Board Meetings
Last Day of Marking Period 3

Vacation Days
Search &Work Day
Board Meeting
Spring Choir Concert 7PM
Art Show Opening Day 5:30PM
Prom

Spring Band Concert 7PM
Art Show Closing Day 5:30PM
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Last Day for Students
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